
Summary of the movie: 
Finding Nemo
Nemo lives with his dad, Marlin, in the Great Barrier 
Reef off the coast of Australia. Nemo’s mom and 
over 400 of their eggs were killed by a barracuda 
attack. As a result, Marlin is over-protective of 
Nemo. When Nemo goes to school, he shows off 
to his friends and swims beyond the protection of 
the reef by himself. He is captured by a scuba diver 
in a net. The scuba diver is a dentist and he puts 
Nemo in an aquarium in his office in Sydney. Nemo 
makes friends with the fish and other sea creatures 
in the aquarium.
Meanwhile, in desperation, Marlin sets out to look 
for his son. Joined by a fish called Dory, he travels 
a long way through the ocean and has many 
adventures. In the end, Nemo’s friends in the fish 
tank help him escape and he is reunited with his 
dad in the ocean just off the coast of Sydney.

Background information
Nemo in School is a short episode from the 
Disney-Pixar animated movie, Finding Nemo. The 
movie was released in 2003. It was written and 
directed by Andrew Stanton. The film was inspired 
by Stanton’s visit to an aquarium with his young 
son. The animators worked hard on the movie, 
to make the underwater world as true-to-life 
as possible.

Nemo has a very small right fin. In 
the movie he calls it his “lucky fin.”

This was the first Pixar movie to take 
place in a country other than the 
United States.

Clownfish live in the Indian Ocean, 
the Red Sea, and the western 
Pacific Ocean. 

Did you know …?

Summary of the story: Finding 
Nemo: Nemo in School
Nemo is a clownfish. He lives with his dad, Marlin, 
in the Great Barrier Reef. It’s Nemo’s first day at 
school and he’s very excited. Marlin and Nemo swim 
through the ocean to the school. Nemo thinks he 
sees the teachers, but they’re the other moms and 
dads. Nemo then meets some new friends. Mr. Ray, 
the teacher, arrives. He finds his new class. Nemo 
is in Mr. Ray’s class. Mr. Ray swims off with his new 
class and Nemo says goodbye to his dad.

The characters
Nemo, a young clownfish
Marlin, a clownfish and Nemo’s father
Mr. Ray, a spotted eagle ray and Nemo’s teacher
Tad, a yellow longnose butterfly fish and Nemo’s 
new schoolfriend
Pearl, a pink, flapjack octopus and Nemo’s new 
schoolfriend
Sheldon, a seahorse and Nemo’s new schoolfriend
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Level and Title Information

LEVEL 1 Global Scale of English level: 10–27
CEFR level: <A1–A1
Lexile measure: 170L
Type of English American

GRAMMAR Grammar focus: Verbs: to be
Positive and question forms

Function: Greetings and introductions
Examples from the story: Hello 

This is Nemo.
This is his dad. His name is Marlin.
Hello, class.
Bye, moms and dads.

VOCABULARY Key story words: a
and
at
be
bye
class
dad
first
fish

friend
happy
have
have fun
he
hello
here
his
in

it
live
mom
name
new
nice
no
ocean
play

school
teacher
the 
there
they
this
today
where

Sounds, exclamations: hooray
Picture Dictionary words: class

dad
friends
have fun

mom
ocean
school
teacher

PHONICS Phonics focus and letter-sounds: Consonants with similar sounds: initial + final
M m
N n

Phonics words Marlin
mom

name
Nemo

VALUES Value: Friendship
Key lesson: Make new friends at school.
Key words: hello

name
new
school

FIND OUT Subject area: Science
Topic: Coral reef habitat: Great Barrier Reef
Big Question: What lives on the coral reef?
Key words: beautiful

color
coral

fish
live
reef
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Activity 2 (pages 4–7)
Circle the correct words.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can recognize familiar words in short 
phrases and sentences spoken slowly and clearly, 
if supported by pictures or gestures.
Reading: Can understand basic phrases in short, 
simple texts.

Teaching tips: Check understanding of the words 
in bold. Students should refer to the story as they 
complete this activity.
Support: Do the first sentence as a class.
Stretch: Make it a listening task.

Activity 3 (pages 8–13)
Match.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can identify everyday objects, people, 
or animals in their immediate surroundings or in 
pictures from short, basic descriptions (e.g. color, 
size), if spoken slowly and clearly.
Reading: Can understand basic phrases in short, 
simple texts.

Teaching tips: Read the three questions first to 
check that students understand them. Students 
should refer to the story as they complete 
this activity.
Support: Do the first sentence as a class.
Stretch: Make it a listening task.

Before You Read
Refer to the relevant activity page in the Nemo in 
School reader.

Activity
Read and say. What is Nemo?

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can recognize isolated words related 
to familiar topics, if spoken slowly and clearly 
and supported by pictures or gestures.
Reading: Can demonstrate understanding of 
a word by matching it to a picture.

Teaching tips: Show the picture of Nemo on the 
front cover.
Support: Show a picture of a cat and say Is this 
Nemo? Do the same for a dog.
Stretch: Make it a listening task.

While You Read and Listen
Refer to the Photocopiables, pages 1–2.

Activity 1 (pages 1–3)
Write the words.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can recognize familiar words in short 
phrases and sentences spoken slowly and clearly, 
if supported by pictures or gestures.
Reading: Can understand basic phrases in short, 
simple texts.
Writing: Can write some familiar words.

Teaching tips: Have students read aloud the words 
in the word box before they begin the activity. They 
should refer to the pictures in the story as they 
work through the items.
Support: Do the first sentence as a class. Make it a 
speaking task.
Stretch: Make it a listening task.
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Activity 2
Read and say Yes or No.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can recognize words and simple 
phrases related to familiar topics, if spoken slowly 
and clearly and supported by pictures.
Reading: Can understand basic phrases in short, 
simple texts.
Speaking: Can respond to a simple question 
with a gesture (e.g. a shake of the head) or 
yes/no answer.

Teaching tips: Write a big Yes and No on the board 
for students to point to for each sentence.
Support: Assign only one or two items per student. 
Make it a speaking task.
Stretch: Make it a listening task. Have students 
correct the two incorrect sentences: 1 Nemo lives in 
the ocean. 4 Mr. Ray is the teacher.

After You Read: Topics, Themes, 
and Activities
The following topics and themes are found in the 
story. In most cases, the related activities are best 
done after reading the story with the class. However, 
in some cases, an activity can be done before 
reading the story as an introduction to the topic. 
Some activities have accompanying photocopiable 
activity sheets. See Photocopiables, pages 3–5.

1 Colors
The underwater world of Nemo in School is a very 
colorful place. There are fish, coral, and plants of 
many different colors. Look through the pages of the 
story with the students. See how many colors they 
can call out. Teach them any colors they don’t know.

Activity: Color Nemo’s World
Aim: To engage creatively with the ocean topic; to 
practice colors
Materials: Colored pencils or crayons, copies of 
activity sheet Color Nemo’s World

• Hand out one activity sheet to each student.
• The students color the picture (set a time limit), 

making the coral as colorful as they like.
• The students can show their pictures and say 

which colors they used.

Activity 4 (pages 1–14)
Match the sentences to the pictures.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can recognize familiar words in short 
phrases and sentences spoken slowly and clearly, 
if supported by pictures or gestures.
Reading: Can understand basic sentences 
introducing someone (e.g. name, age).
Speaking: Can establish basic social contacts 
with simple, polite greetings and farewells.

Teaching tips: Students cut out the sentences and 
stick them under the relevant picture.
Support: Assign only two frames per student. Put 
students into pairs to complete the task.
Stretch: Work with the pictures only and have 
students say the sentences from memory, or make 
their own versions to match the pictures. Make it a 
listening task. Make it a writing task.

After You Read
Refer to the relevant activity page in the Nemo in 
School reader.

Activity 1
Match the words and the pictures.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can recognize isolated words related 
to familiar topics, if spoken slowly and clearly 
and supported by pictures or gestures.
Reading: Can understand basic phrases in short, 
simple texts.

Teaching tips: Extend the activity by having 
students race to find the first picture of each 
character in the story.
Support: Do the first item as a class.
Stretch: Call out other characters and have 
students find them in the story.
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3 Accepting Differences
Nemo has one small fin and one standard fin. 
When he goes to school, he isn’t worried about 
this difference and his friends aren’t either. Talk 
about accepting physical and other differences 
with students.

Activity: Things in Common
Aim: To show that we have more things in 
common than things which set us apart; to practice 
describing characters
Materials: Pencils, copies of activity sheet Things 
in Common

• Draw a big Venn diagram on the board. Write or 
draw Nemo in one circle, Tad in the other, and 
Nemo and Tad in the overlapping section.

• Ask questions to elicit information from the 
students and complete the diagram with their 
answers. Write single words or phrases rather 
than full sentences.

• Examples of things which are the same: What is 
Nemo/Tad? (a fish); Where does Nemo/Tad live? 
(the ocean); How many eyes does Nemo/Tad 
have? (two eyes)

• Examples of things which are different: What 
color is Nemo/Tad? (orange, white, and black / 
yellow, purple, and white)

• Now hand out the activity sheets for students to 
complete in pairs or small groups. Students can 
choose two characters to compare.

• Early finishers can choose other character 
combinations to compare.

• Invite some pairs to show and explain their 
diagrams to the rest of the class.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can identify everyday objects, people, 
or animals in their immediate surroundings or in 
pictures from short, basic descriptions (e.g. color, 
size), if spoken slowly and clearly.
Reading: Can understand basic sentences 
describing someone’s physical appearance, (e.g. 
eye/hair color, height), if supported by pictures.
Speaking: Can describe someone’s physical 
appearance using one or two words.
Writing: Can write some familiar words.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can recognize a few familiar everyday 
nouns and adjectives (e.g. colors, numbers, 
classroom objects), if spoken slowly and clearly.
Speaking: Can use a few simple words to 
describe objects (e.g. color, number), if supported 
by pictures.

2 First Day in School
It’s Nemo’s first day in school. He meets his new 
teacher and makes new friends. Ask students to 
think about their first days in school. Discuss what 
they remember about the day. Who did they meet? 
How did they feel? 

Activity: This Is Me
Aim: To introduce themselves and use family 
vocabulary in a personalized context
Materials: Colored pencils or crayons, copies of
activity sheet This Is Me

• Tell students they are going to imagine it’s 
their first day in school again and they have to 
introduce themselves to their new friends.

• Ask some students basic questions about 
themselves, such as name, age, where they 
live, etc.

• Hand out the activity sheets. Students complete 
the information and draw a picture of themselves 
with their families or friends. Then label 
the picture.

• Students then introduce themselves in pairs, 
groups, or as a whole class activity. They share 
the information on their sheets and talk about 
their pictures.

• As a Stretch activity, ask students to take 
notes about their classmates and then choose 
someone to introduce. This is … . He/She is … 
years old., etc.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can understand the main information 
when people introduce themselves (e.g. name, 
age, where they are from).
Reading: Can recognize some familiar words 
related to themselves and their family.
Speaking: Can introduce themselves in a basic 
way, giving simple information about where they 
live, their family, etc.
Writing: Can write simple facts about themselves 
(e.g. name, age), given prompts or a model.
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Phonics
At levels 1–3, the phonics focus is on sounds 
(phonemes): being able to read and pronounce the 
letter-sounds within words and phrases. In most 
cases, the letter-sounds have been grouped to 
practice similar sounds, such as l and r, or voiced 
and unvoiced sounds such as b and p.

At levels 4–6, the phonics focus is on letter 
combinations (graphemes): being able to read and 
spell letter combinations which share the same 
sound, for example, the long vowel sound “a” /ā/: 
ay, a-e, ai; or word endings with similar letters, such 
as -ire and -ure.

For each letter-sound:

• Present the letter-sound by saying the sound 
several times and having students repeat it.

• Write the letter on the board. Point to it and have 
students say the sound.

• Demonstrate how to write the upper and lower 
case letters on the board. If this is new to the 
students, have them practice forming the letters 
using writing lines.

• Show a phonics picture card, or the picture from 
the reader. Say the word and have students 
repeat it.

• Write the corresponding phonics word on the 
board. Point to it and have students say it.

• Underline the letter within that word and have 
students say the sound, and then say the whole 
word a few times.

For the rhyme, tongue twister, or poem:

• Present the rhyme, etc., in short chunks, line 
by line.

• Have students listen a few times before they 
attempt to say it.

• Write it on the board and have students come 
up and underline the focus letter-sounds within 
the words.

• Have students practice saying all or part of the 
rhyme, etc., in pairs.

These Teacher’s Notes provide photocopiable 
phonics picture cards and word cards that can be 
copied, cut out, and used to present the phonics 
letter-sounds and practice them in games and 
activities. See Photocopiables, page 8.

Picture Dictionary
The Picture Dictionary presents some key words 
needed to understand the story. (See the Overview 
for the full list of key story words.) The Picture 
Dictionary can be used in a number of ways:

• To pre-teach key words before students read 
the story. These pages can be used to present 
the words, or to check the meaning of words 
after a vocabulary game or activity designed 
to pre-teach the words. Alternatively, the pages 
themselves can be used for games and activities.

• To teach key words while students are 
reading or listening to the story. When a key 
word occurs in the text, the teacher can stop 
reading and have the students go to the Picture 
Dictionary pages to find the word and check 
understanding.

• To consolidate learning after students read 
the story. These pages can be used alongside 
the photocopiable flashcards in games and 
activities. Added practice helps to move words 
from short-term to long-term memory.

• To check the spelling of key words. Students 
can refer to these pages to check their spelling 
of words as they work independently on activities. 
This helps to develop good study habits.

These Teacher’s Notes provide photocopiable 
flashcards that can be copied, cut out and used in 
games and activities. See Photocopiables, pages 6–7.

Flashcard Game: Draw it!
• Place one set of cards in a pile face down at the 

front of the class.
• Put students into two teams.
• One child comes to the front, takes a card, and 

has 20 seconds to draw a picture to represent 
the word on the board for their team members 
to guess.

• If they run out of time, the other team can guess 
the word for a bonus point.

• Continue until all the cards have been played.
• Add up the scores to determine the winning 

team.
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For this lesson:

• Show the comic strip and say the title. 
Ask questions to set the scene: Who’s this? 
Where are they? etc.

• Read or listen to the whole comic strip as 
students follow along with their finger, or point to 
who is speaking.

• Read, or play, each line of dialog separately and 
have students repeat it, chorusing as a class 
and individually. Focus on the pronunciation of 
any tricky words, rising and falling intonation, 
and sentence stress. Have fun practicing these 
features of spoken English with the children.

• When the students are familiar with the dialog, 
close books and role play the scene with the 
whole class, or in groups. If space allows, get 
students standing and doing actions.

• Finally, do the role play again, this time 
substituting keys words in the dialog for other 
words chosen by the class. (Note: Most, but not 
all, of the comic strips can work in this way.)

These Teacher’s Notes provide a photocopiable 
version of the comic strip with the text removed, 
which can be copied, cut out, and used in role plays 
and activities. See Photocopiables, page 9.

Friendship: Make new friends at school.

GSE Learning Objectives
Speaking: Can introduce themselves using a 
basic phrase (e.g. ‘My name’s …’).

Teaching tips: Divide the class into two groups: 
Nemo and Tad, to read out the comic strip. Then, 
using the photocopiable activity sheet, hand out 
the four frames to different children—or groups of 
children—to say the dialog again. Pass the frames 
around and repeat until each child has had a turn 
at speaking.
Support: Have students only role play the first 
two frames.
Stretch: Personalize the role play by substituting 
Tad for students’ own names. Have students use 
their understanding of English and their imagination 
to continue the conversation between Nemo and 
Tad. Ask: What does Nemo say next? (I’m Nemo.)
Connect: Connect to the key lesson of making 
friends at school by drawing a stick figure on the 
board. Write and say, This is my school friend, Jane. 
Now give students 5 minutes (set a timer) to draw 
a friend of their own. Ask students to show their 
pictures and say This is my school friend, (name).

Phonics Presentation
Say the sounds. Read the words.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can hear the initial sound in 
simple words.
Reading: Can identify the initial sound in 
simple words.
Speaking: Can say the sounds of the alphabet 
if supported by pictures.
Writing: Can copy individual letters.

Teaching Tips: Show the children how to form the 
sound for m: with lips together and then parting. 
Do the same for n: with lips apart and the tip of 
the tongue behind the upper teeth. Practice this 
several times until the children feel comfortable 
pronouncing and distinguishing between the sounds. 
See if the students can find something in the 
classroom that begins with m or n. Just like Marlin 
and Nemo, perhaps someone in the class has a 
name which begins with M or N.

Phonics Tongue Twister
Say the tongue twister.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can recognize words or phrases 
that are repeated in a short dialog or poem.
Reading: Can identify the initial sound in 
simple words.
Speaking: Can recite a short, simple rhyme 
or chant.

Teaching Tips: Students may notice the letter-
sounds in the middle of words (name, Nemo), and 
at the end of words, too (Marlin).
Support: Assign only one or two lines of the 
tongue twister.
Stretch: Assign all four lines of the tongue twister. 
See who can say it all the way through.

Values
The Values comic strip takes a theme from the 
story that demonstrates a universal value, such as 
kindness. Students explore a key lesson around 
that value and then connect it to their own lives. 
The comic strip format can be used for role plays 
and, in many cases, key words can be substituted to 
personalize the role plays.
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Project: Class Poster Animals of the 
Great Barrier Reef
Aim: To learn some names for sea creatures living 
on the reef by having groups contribute to a whole-
class poster; to build presentation skills
Materials: Print-outs of different sea creatures that 
live on the Great Barrier Reef, e.g. fish, seahorse, 
octopus, ray, starfish, shark, turtle, dolphin, etc; 
scissors, glue sticks, one large sheet of blue 
construction paper

• Write Animals of the Great Barrier Reef on 
the board.

• Show some pictures of animals that live on the 
reef, one by one, to the students, saying the 
names as you do so. Students repeat each name.

• Write the name of each animal on the board, 
leaving a space above each name for a picture. 
Select students to come to the front and stick 
a picture, or draw a simple picture, above 
each word.

• Put students into pairs and invite them to choose 
a print-out of one or more sea creatures to 
cut out.

• Once they have cut out their animals, they can 
collaborate to decide where to stick and label 
them on the large blue piece of paper to create 
a class poster.

• Display the poster on the classroom wall and 
invite each pair to come up and say one or two 
things about the poster to the rest of the class: 
This is a green sea turtle. etc.

GSE Learning Objectives
Listening: Can recognize words and simple 
phrases related to familiar topics, if spoken 
clearly and supported by pictures.
Reading: Can demonstrate understanding of a 
word by matching it to a picture.
Speaking: Can describe objects in a basic way. 
(e.g. color, size).
Writing: Can label simple pictures related to 
familiar topics by copying single words.

Find Out
The Find Out section links a theme from the story 
to core subject areas, such as science, history, 
geography, social science, P.E., arts and crafts, ICT, 
and design and technology. The heading poses a 
“Big Question” for students to discover as they read 
and talk about the content.

Students can show what they have learned, or can 
find out more, about the topic by doing the project 
activity. They get the chance to communicate and 
collaborate as they work on their project in small 
groups, and use critical thinking and creativity. If 
the classroom has access to the Internet, students 
can use it to research aspects of their project and 
build digital and information literacy. The aim is that 
students develop their presentation skills as they 
present their projects to the class.

For this lesson:

• Pre-teach the key words.
• Look at the photos across the spread and ask 

questions about what can be seen and what 
students think or know about the topic. Read the 
Big Question.

• Read or listen to the text. Break longer texts into 
smaller sections and check comprehension as 
you go along.

• Read the Big Question again and get students’ 
answers and ideas.

• Do the project to consolidate what students have 
learned or to find out more about the topic.

Big Question: What lives on the 
coral reef?
Story link: This topic takes a look at the Great 
Barrier Reef, off the coast of North-Eastern Australia, 
which is the setting for Nemo in School.
Background information: The Great Barrier Reef 
is the largest collection of coral reefs in the world, 
with 400 types of coral and 1,500 species of fish. 
Corals may look like plants or rocks, but they are 
animals. Many other sea creatures live on the reef 
including sea turtles, sharks, jellyfish, and rays.
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Before You Read

Activity
2 a fish

While You Read and Listen

Activity 1 (pages 1–3)
1 white, 2 young, 3 dad, 4 ocean

Activity 2 (pages 4–7)
1 day, 2 Where, 3 happy

Activity 3 (pages 8–13)
1 c, 2 a, 3 b

Activity 4 (pages 1–14)
1 D, 2 C, 3 A, 4 B

After You Read

Activity 1
1 B, 2 C, 3 A

Activity 2
1 No, 2 Yes, 3 Yes, 4 No, 5 Yes

Phonics

Phonics Tongue Twister
His name is Nemo
He is new.
His name is Marlin
He is nice.
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